Discussion Themes
From growth spurts to new friendships, the middle school universe is always changing! What are some changes that
have taken place in your world recently? Did they catch you by surprise? How are you coping?
Are you an older brother or sister? What would your reaction be if your younger sibling moved up to your grade? If
you’re a younger sibling, how would you feel if you moved up to your older sibling’s class? Do you think your older
brother or sister would react the way Sammi did? If you’re an only child, share how it would affect you if your best
friend jumped ahead in school?
What do you think of Sammi’s “solution” to her sister’s move to middle school? Would you have done the same?
What could the adults in Sammi’s life done to help her better prepare for her sister’s leap?

Sammi is upset when she sees how easily her little sister is accepted into the very crowd she’s been so desperate to
join. Should Jorgianna have dropped her new group, even though this is the first time in her life she’s ever had any
friends? Is there anything Jorgianna could have done to make Sammi feel more at ease?
Sammi is so focused on being accepted into the popular set, she doesn’t see Patrice’s true colors. When she, finally,
realizes the truth, she tries to warn her sister but Jorgianna isn’t listening. If you were Sammi, what would you say to
Jorgianna to convince her Patrice is not a loyal friend? Did you ever have a friend, who turned out to be different
than you thought? How did you deal with the relationship?

Jorgianna prides herself on staying true to her inner voice, boldly expressing herself through her art and fashion (and
purple hair!). Yet, she finds herself trading her individuality for a place in Patrice’s group. Have you ever felt pressured by others to set aside your own values and go along with the group? How did you handle it? What do you
know now that you wished you would have known then?

Jorgianna & Sammi are as different as the sun and moon, yet both want the same
thing: the approval of their sibling. What are the advantages of having a sibling
that is completely unlike you? What are the disadvantages? Are you and your sibling(s) more alike or different? What are some things Sammi & Jorgianna could do
to better understand the other?

Discuss the book with the
author! Trudi enjoys Skyping
with classrooms, book clubs &
other groups. Visit
truditrueit.com for details.
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Try These Activities!

Do you have a fashion style? Come up with your own unique
look by cutting out pics from a magazine or making a drawing
that reflects your personality. You could even make
something to add to your wardrobe. Paint a tee shirt, bead a
bracelet, or follow Jorgianna’s example, and design a hat.

BE A CHEF EXTRAORDINAIRE!
Sammi & Jorgianna make dinner for
their family using only ingredients

they have on hand and voila, Crepes
Jorgianna is born! Try making your
own culinary creation with what you
find in your kitchen. Who knows
what you’ll invent— maybe a new
kind of sandwich, chip dip, or fancy
dessert? Or maybe you’d like to
whip up (or flip up!) some Crepes
Jorgianna for your friends and family
using the recipe at right. Have fun!
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